
MOUNTED SCOUTS
MAINSTAY OF RUSS

Raid German Lines and Often
Hold Enemy in

Check.

HEROISM OF RED CROSS
COLUMNS UNDER FIRE

Often Called Upon to Feed Healthy
as Well as Succor the

Wounded.

Correspondence of the Associated Tress.

HEADQUARTERS OF THE RUSSIAN
ARMY OF THE CENTER, December
18..One of the most perilous branches
of army service in Russia is that of
mounted scouts, an organization pecu-
liar to the Siberian Corps. There are

100 of these scouts to each regiment,
and a hardier, more daring: lot of rough
riders would be hard to find.. They are

for the most part plainsmen, whose
life has been spent in the open and on

horseback.
This organization played an importantpart in the Japanese war. where

by their impetuous attacks they saved
the Russian troops in many instances
from heavy losses. After the Japanese
war they were disbanded, but with the

outbreak of the present conflict were

reorganized by Capt. Benjamin Pessot
ky.who became their commander.

During the recent months while the
Russians and Germans have been facingeach other in the trenches these
scouts frequently have raided the Germanlines, and during the last week
in November on the eastern front ihey
bagged a German staff, consisting of
two generals, a doctor and six noncommissionedofficers. A colonel and
many soldiers were killed in the action.

City Defended by Scouts.

The following incidents concerning
the scouts* activities earlier in the war

were given by an officer at the front,
w ho participated in the events related:
A: 3 o'clock 011 the afternoon of September2'.* the last companies of the

first division left their positions before
Warsaw to take up others behind the
defenses of the city. The entire defenseof the city was left to the Siberianscouts. Commander Pessotskv,
who had remained with the scouts,
took upon himself to order his men to

spread out and occupy the left wing
of the positions between Yulanova and
Novo lvitchni. in front of a woods.
The Germans began to advance on

Novo lvitchni, sending a flying column
In front. Pessot9ky ordered his men to

open fire. The German column to their
i»«f ,11 flrintr

Pcssoisky got on top of a small house
and through his glasse^ observed the
enemy, ordering changes in position to

give the impression that the trenches
were fully manned. The Germans began-shelling the village and the house
where he was. In face of this, he sent
an officer to the rear, saying that he
was holding the position and asking
that reinforcements be sent. The enemybegan pressing forward in force,
tvut Pessotsky's heroic action had given
time for the whole Russian column to
move forward again and by a flanking
movement to drive back the Germans.
This was the beginning of the German
retreat that ended at their frontier.

It may also be said that during this
war the Russian Red Cross has done
more than ever could have been expectedof it. The doctors, surgeons and
(listers on the one hand and the volunteerorganizations on the other have
worked with marvelous efficiency.

Red Cross Flying Columns.
One of the most interesting pnases 01

the work is the operation of the flying
columns, which move along with the

army and work while engagements are

in progress. In each flying column
there is an officer in charge with all the

rights of a military commander of a

separate military unit, although he may
come from civil life. Besides him there
are two or three aids. The medical
side of tl e organization is represented
by three surgeons, eight students and
two siste-s One hundred and eighty
m«»n to each column are assigned and
t: auied to the w ork required of them,
from the ranks of enlisted men. The
column has also a large number of sanitaryca>r:ages, several fleld kitchens,
field operating rooms and in case of
necessity tents to live in.
During the battle the column is dividedinto three sections. The commander.e ther mounted or afoot, moves

forward with the sanitars, as near as

possible to the trenches. Sometimes
they locate jn the trenches themselves.
Very often when trenches or positions
change hands the flying column has to
stay on until the last, to take away the
wounced in spite of the danger of fallinginto the enemy's hands. Two columnshave been entirely destroyed by
tlie flre of the enemy and several have
been captured, to say nothing of individuallosses among other columns. Not
r>* ave they to bring first aid to the
trenches, but frequently they must
tiansport. the wounded in their sanitarycarriages through the zone of artilleryfire.
During the battle the columns also organizefield feeding points and bring

to the trenches not only first aid. but
food for the wounded, who often must
lie for hours before they can be moved.

A Scrap of Paper.
rr th» bund** Adr^rtlfcer.
Accord in if to Figaro. the famous expr^wfor.A scrap of paper. was used

as leng ago as the eighteenth century by
Tx>rd f'hesterrteld, and. strangely enough,
to brand the conduct of an ancestor of
W.lliim Jl- the great Frederick himself.
The latter, betraying the French alliance
to egotiate in an underhand way with
Jv gland, had ordered his minister. T'odewis. to explain to I»rd <hestgrfield that
the invasion of Bohemia had not been a

real act of agression, but a precaution
of legitimate defense taken against the
threats and snares of Austrian politicians.
*f very much doubt," replied I»rd
Chesterfield "if these fears, whether
they i>e well or ill founded, are sufficient
grounds lor taking up arms against a

neighbor. The most solemn treaties are
only scraps of pap»-r if the powers that
be have sufficient reasons to authorize
the r being broken. This conversation
Is rel*t»-d by <'hesterfleld himself In a
letter dated February 21. 1745.

THE WATCHDOG OF THE HOME.

.f Mr. Xetrfatooriy.I'm Alaat froaaa
AfcU morrrfM My faroece Are want5* M« ntgfit.
j Mr. Pidm If yen hatf a wife IIM
wet fcwe ftirneei Am
Mil Bin* mm ewt it elfM.
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FEEDING OF POLES
IS GIGANTIC TASK

Germans Took Over Big Job
When They Conquered

Russian Province.

NEW RULERS WELCOMED
BY BULK OF THE PEOPLE

Men Inclined to Be Suspicious and
Must Be Forced Into

Work.

Correspondent of the Associated Press.

WARSAW. December 3..With thefr
arrival iri Warsaw the Germans found
that they not only had to support their
own huge armies, but had also to providefood and shelter for an enormous
number of Poles who had been driven
away from their homes, and then later
had been sent back to villages burned
to the ground, villages in which there
remained no single house standing, not
one head of cattle and not one bushel
of grain.
That the extent of the damage might

be correctly estimated, a special departmentto investigate the destruction
was formed at once, and officer's began
tours of the country districts to see

how great the needs of the returning
inhabitants might be. Tliey reported
that the Russians not only had burned

up all existing food supplies, but empty
barns that were to house the unharvestedcrop. Cattle packed into freight
trains had been destroyed by sending
the trains over destroyed bridges into
the rivers. In individual cases spe- 1
vial tracks had been laid, down which
the cars were rolled to the water's
edge.
Bands of Russian soldiers, the investigatorsclaim, went systematically I

through each village that was to be 1
abandoned, squirted petroleum over 11
each house, and then set the town in i
flames. Between 3.000 and 4,000 vil-M
lages were destroyed in this way, their
inhabitants being forced, under pen-jl
alty of death, to flee to the east. t

I
Charges of Bribery Made. t

r
Bribery played a not unimportant *

parr ?n the retreat, it is claimed. As a

consp.cuous examples, there stand, here *

and there throughout Poland, lone ^
houses that have not suffered at all. f
The inhabitants maintain that their immunitywas purchased with rubles, or *

that they were left unmolested because t
they were Russian rather than Polish. r
The Germans up to date have been t

:tDie 10 investigate orny a part oi me

territory evacuated by the Russians.
They fear that the estimates of many
hundreds of thousands of fugitives who
now are homeless will mount into the
millions eventually. The investigations
show that not only the houses along
the regular lines of retreat were de-
stroyed, but also that villages far re-
moved from the main east-west roads'
were ravaged also. The only excep-
tions are the comparatively infrequent
colonies of Russians, as differentiated
from Roles.

In thousands the inhabitants were
driven eastward, but when the German
pursuit became too hot the civilians.
including old men and women.were
ruthlessly turned to one side of the t
road and then ordered to go back in a
the hope that they would obstruct Ger_ \
mans.
By tens of thousands the men and

women who had been torn from their
homes died as they returned. Their
graves line miles of the roads in Po- T

land. One -German officer counted 927 5
civilian graves that bordered a single t
thoroughfare within a space of twenty
kilometers.
Eventually the refugees returned to c

the places where, for months, the Germansand the Russians had conducted 1
trench warfare. In the lack of houses, 1

the Poles sought the trenches and t

bomb-proof shelters as homes, and to- <

day are living in them to a great ex- <

tent. Supplied with the necessities of (
life by the Germans, they are cooking i
their meals in the bottoms of chimneys t
that still stand, and slowly are build- (
ing themselves new homes. (

Lumber From Royal Forests.
In anticipation of winter, the Germans

bepan cutting lumber from the Russian
royal forests and delivering it to the
homeless Poles. The Polish ArchitecturalSociety formulated plans for
houses.especially designed to house
Polish peasant families, and with a

wing in which cattle could find shelter
.and has supplied each homeless familywith them. Several hundred have
overcome their suspicion of the Gerjmans, partly because the house plans
are promulgated by Poles, and have
erected one-story homes of wood whic h
are vastly more practical than their
old thatched cottages.
The destruction of the retreating Russianswas not confined to the country

villages, but included also every indus.
tri**! plant in the kingdom.regardless
of whether ft might, be turned to militaryuses or not. Thus, for example,
the linen factory in Zhirardow, which
was valued at 5,000,000 marks, anct
which employed some 6,000 Poles. The
ownership of the factory was in Polishand German hands, and, in addition
to the hands in the main factory, about'
30,000 Poles were employee! in the
branches. which went out of business
with the destruction of»the parent concern.

Reconstruction of Roads.

(Something over a million and a half
dollars has been expended by the Germanssince their occupancy of Poland
in reconstructing t'.e unspeakably bad
roads that criss-cross the kingdom at

more or less rare iiuervai^, mm wuku

hav« been all but destroyed by artillery
Are and by the transportation of big
guns, ammunition and food supplies.
For those in charge of the "reconstructionof connections between the

armies and home" the task lias grown
with each kilometer that the Germans
have won from the Russians. Prior to
the fall of Warsaw there were approximately1,046 kilometers 6">6 miles) of
roads to be repaired, but when the
Russians retreated to Brest Jhtovsk
and then abandoned that fortress, the
mileage increased to 5,440 kilometers
(2,400 miles) and the difficulties involvedgrew greater with each additionalmile.
The Germans found, on their arrival,

a few so-called "imperial roads" which
were, for the most part, strips of sand.
From the inhabitants or such of them
as remained.they learned that taxes
for the upkeep of th.e thoroughfares
had been collected over and over.and
never spent for the purpose Intended.
A second class of roads, the so-called
government streets, were all but irr-
passable, and the third variety consistedof roads that not only were impassable,but impossible. All three sorts were
torn by shells, cut by trenches and
rptted by both Russian and German
wagons bound for the front.
The Germans In charge of road rebuildingclaim that they never have

had any word as to the ultimate, intentionof their government with respect
t*» Poland.that their work has gone on
irrespective of any intention to annex
the ancient kingdom, thkt the work has
been done purely as a sort of philanthropicmeasure, and that it will stand
as a heritage for those who may in the
future govern Poland.

Work Is Done Thoroughly.
| That It has been thoroughly done,
however, is attested to by the fact that
between 30,000 and 35,000 laborers have
been employed in the various sections
of Poland Most of these men are Poles,
thrown out of their ordinary occupationsby a shortage of raw materials.
Throughout the length and breadth of

Poland the sand stretches are being
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>olstered up with wood and stone.and
10,000 cubic meters (approximately
ards) have been used thus l'ar in makngpassable roads, even in districts
vhere no military need for them exists.
For instance, a road seventy-five

cilometers in length has been built to
lie south of Lodz, where there have
»een no armies for months, and where
here is no immediate prospect of a
leed for good roads from a military
standpoint. The work continues, and
i. contrast between the old and new
>rder of things.easily obtainable in
he course of a ride outside of Lodz.
rives a glimpse of the constructive efortsof the Germans.
The Polish population in general has
iroven thankful for what hasbeenatomplished.additionally so because
housands of its men and women have
eceived employment in the reconstrueionof the Polish roads, and have in
his way been saved from the starvaionthat otherwise stared them in the
a_ce.
it is peculiar tnat tne women, ramer
han the men, have done the most tovardrehabilitating their own country.
The women and grown children have
roved themselves industrious workers
or the reconstruction of Poland, while
he men. with few exceptions, have had
o be driven, and have never overcome
heir suspicion of the Germans. This
uspicion, it is assumed, is founded on

fenerations of experience of Russian
lomination. The men, rather than work,
>ffer bribes to the Germans, as they
ised to offer them to the Russians, and
hen appear utterly dumfounded when
he bribes are not accepted and they
ire confronted with the alternative of
vorking or starving.
Government Quickly Installed.

It took the Germans just about one

veek to install in the province of Warsaw,the most important in all Poland,
t government that, for the smoothness
>f its operation, seems remarkable unlerthe circumstances.
Only a few days after the fall of
iVarsaw it was announced that Gen.
ion Beseler had been appointed governorgeneral, not only of the city, but
>f the district, comprising some seventy
iquare kilometers. Like von Bissing
>f Belgium, he is the supreme authority,with powers infinitely greater than
he emperor possesses in relation to
Jermany. Under von Beseler stand
3en. von Etzdorff a« governor of the
ity of Warsaw and military chief, and

Iris excellency Kries as administrative
rliief in charge of all civilian matters,
"nder them stands Police President von

Jlasenapp. former police president of
"ologne. who exerts both military and
ivil authority, the first under the di

ectionof von Etzdorff, the second unlerKries. l.'pon him falls the burden
if detail work, the practical adminisrationof the city and its suburbs. Ilis
first aid is Mayor Sahrn, former mayor
>f the city of Bochum. an expert in adniniatrativematters. In addition are,
n the police department, any nu.nber
men who are experts in their particilarlines and who head the various

iepartments.
The Germans found, on taking Wartaw.a "citizens committee" .or Poles

ii.d Jews, headed by Prince Rubomirtki,into whose hands the Russians had
onfided the welfare of the city. This
mmrnittee was allaying as best it could
[he needs of the people in charitable
ways and wrestling with the food
problem.
The Gerinaps immediately gave officialrecognition to the committee and

prepared to work hand in hand with
t. But one subcommittee, that in
barge of the coal problem, has been
Jisbanded. Prince Rubomirski occupiesa sort of dual position. He Is,
first, the native mayor, and secondly
the committee head In its work for
charity and food supplies.

Under Police Regulations.
Not only Warsaw city but the distri<-tof Warsaw and that of Radzyrnin

adjoining to the northeast are subject
to the police rules and regulations.
The branch departments of the praesirliurninclude a bureau of communal affairsof the district exclusive of Warsawdistrict: a bread and flour department:a complaint department, where,

for instance, citizens lodge complaints
against bak'-rs; a customs offi'-^: a

veterinary department, which has had
an enormous task in ridding the city
of mad dogs: 11 censorship bureau which
passes on all plays and films:*a pass
division which issues credentials to the
residents oi the district: an employmentbureau, and a division which assiststhe wives of former German residentsof Warsaw who are inteYned in
Siberia and elsewhere.
For the first time in approximately

100 years the Poles are now permitted
to produce their native.and anti-Russian.plays.Warsaw today has six
theaters, including an opera house,
running full blast. Kach is packed to
the doors night after night, partly with
German officers and soldiers, for the
most part with Poles.
By all means the most popular productionis a play purporting to show

the cruelties attending the domination
of Poland by the Russians. It is historicallyold. but never has been allowedbefore.
In the opera house some of the more

popular operas as well as a number of
purely Polish productions are given.
There is a really excellent orchestra
arid, especially, a number of first-rate
dancers. By all odds the favorite opera
is "Carmen," which is given two and
sometimes three times a week.
The stage setting and stage managementof each and every theatrical or

musical production seem to give evidenceof a very elemental and undevelopedtaste.

Battle Against Disease.
It lias ta^en the. most strenuous effortsof German medical forces to

overcome the epidemics of typhoid,
smallpox, rabies and other diseases
that they found prevalent in Poland
when they afrived. They had to contendnot only with a shortage of
medicaments, but also with the distrustof the people and a distinct op-
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position to vaccination that was overcomeonly with difficulty.
Poland was immediately divided up

into forty-nine sections, in thirty-flve
of which it was possible to install Germanphysicians, and additional doctors
are being brought in as fast as posjsible. The first duty was to establish
»sanitary conditions. With but few exceptionsthe cities and towns had never
heard of a drainage system. The
streets were disease breeders, and the
public convenience stations were dari)gerous in the highest degree. In many
places, including Lodz with its 400.000
inhabitants, the public was dependent
for water on wells that were spreaders
of disease. Seven thousand of Lodz's
10.000 wells have been examined and
purified, and the balance will be fit

_for use within a few weeks. j
Much to the astonishment of the

Polish population, and not without opposition.the official notification of disjease was required, especially in the
prisons, the hospitals and other public
institutions where the Germans found
cholera, typhoid and typhus rife. The
opposition to these measures was such
that it was necessary to lay down severepenalties for failure to comply
with the new regulations.
Even" the schools were discovered to

be disease breeders, through the mediumof teachers who were sick. Great,
as the shortage of instructors was, and
is, many had to be forbidden attend-
ance on their schools in order to check
epidemics. A thorough house-cleaning

hnur.ifcia schools and houses
throughout the length and breadth of
Poland was immediately begun.
Smallpox was the worst thing with

which the Germans had to combat,
They found an epidemic of it that ran

in a northeasterly direction, and which
was checked only by the vaccination of
between 400.000 and 500,000 persons.
The epidemic is broken now, but the
vaccination of all the population is impossiblebecause of a lack of personnel
and of vaccine.

Cholera Is Stamped Out.

Typhus to a smaller extent existed, j
principally in Lodz, where strict German
methods were introduced. Cholera was

prevalent along the right bank of the

Vistula, practically all of which has been
stamped out by this time. To prevent
the disease from traveling into Germany.
via the water route, cholera prevention
stations were installed all along the Vistulafrom Warsaw to Thorn. Only inIfected wounded prisoners not far enough
advanced to give evidences of the dis{ease have ever carried it into Germany.
Such hospitals as existed in Poland

were' in part destroyed when the Gerimans arrived, and the latter had to erect
new structures in addition to pu ting the
old ones in commission again. Some 200
hospitals, six disinfecting establish-
merits, each capable of handling 12,000
persons daily, fourteen smaller instituitions of the same sort and countless irn- J
provised sterilizers have been built
during the past few months.
The Germans found an astonishing

number of mad dogs, which apparently
had acquired the rabies by starvation
and by feeding on the stagnant remains
of food not destroyed by tire. Many sol-
diers were bitten and infected. Ijogs by j
the hundreds have been siiot, and the
hospitals have been supplied with the
very latest arid most effective hydropho-
bia preventives and curatives,
Since the German medical forces not

only must handle disease but also pre-
vent it where possible, the strictest possiblewatch is kept on all foodstuffs. A
bureau has been established which main-
tains veterinary surgeons, examines

j slaughter houses and prosecutes purvey- I
ors of impure foods.
In order that existing needs might be!

supplied, the exportation ban in Ger-
many on certain medicaments was lifted
and Poland today is in a position to re-
ceive all that it needs in the pharniaceu-I
tieal line. Pharmacists in Poland are re_
quired to list all their supplies and speciulation in such supplies has been reducedto a minimum by heavy penalties.
"German hygiene," declared the physicianin charge of all the work in Poland,

"remains as a heritage to whatever governmenttakes charge. We have estabIlished a basis on which others in the
future can build."

ine iumea urouse. 100.
From the Minneapolis Journal.

The pinnated grouse. or prairie
chicken, is by no means the only desirablega^ne bird whose extinction is
threatened in Minnesota. The ruffed
grouse, or partridge, is in even greater
danger. Its growing scarcity lias been
noted by many travelers along country
roads, who are accustomed to seeing
many of these birds feeding along the
way, especially in August. This year
very few were seen, where heretofore
they have been numerous.

It is probable that the automobile is
in large part responsible for the rapid
disappearance of the ruffed grouse, for
the automobile has completely changed
the conditions under which the bird is
hunted. In former days hunters went
out perhaps once a week, where now
they can go every afternoon. The
radius of their activity has also been
greatly increased, so that places that
were once beyond their reach are now
within easy motoring distance. Thus
what were practically game refuges
are no longer such.

Psalms But No Sams.
From the Boston Transcript.
Mrs. X., suspecting the cook was entertainingher beau in the kitchen, calledMartha and said she thought she

heard some one talking with her.
"Oh, no, ma'am," said t/ie quick-wittedMartha, "it was only me singing a

psalm."
"All right, then," returned her mistress,"You may amuse yourself with

psalms, hut let's have no hims."

An order of December 27 prohibits
the exportation of butter from France
to allied countries and to the United
States.
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ND8 OF ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION.

serbian guerrilla
dealsmm

Name of "Babounsky" Ha:
Become a Terror to

Evildoers.

GIVES A SHORT SHRIFT
TO TRAITORS TO COUNTRY

Was Country School Teacher Befon
Taking Up Arms in First

Balkan War.

Correspondence of the Associated Tress.

GKVGHELI, Serbia, November 22.Oneof the most picturesque fig-ures o

the European war is the Serbian "korni
tadji," or guerrilla Ivan Stoikovitch
known to fame as "Babounfeky." Th
name is drawn from the famous Ba
bouna pass, where recently the Serb
so long held the Invading Bulgarian
at bay. Ivan Stoikovitch comes fror
that part of Serbia and is therefor
known to his followers and to th
Serbian population at large by a nick
name indicating the fact.
A slight man, tail, with honest gray

blue eyes and the pale features of
student, he impresses the stranger wit
anything but the terror which hi
name inspires. Nor do his looks beli
his real profession. For the redoubt
able "Babounsky" was a school teaclie
until, fired by an ardent patriotism, li
gave up his classes to gather abou
him a band of intrepid spirits in th
fight for the release of the Turkis!
part of Serbia from the Ottoman yok<

L- « I,1.- aar o a* 1i

and his followers have been unde
arms. Unrecognized by the laws of wai

they have taken their own risks o

capture and instant execution. Thei
refuge is in the Serbian mountains, am

they have been willing to trust thei
security to their own astuteness an*
the impregnability of their numerou

hiding places.

Kept Band Under Arms.
During the brief periods separatinj

the first Balkan war from the seconc
and the second Balkan war from tlr
present European struggle, the inter
nal administration of Serbia was ii
such a state of disorder that it seemei

to "Babounsky" better to retain hi
band under arms and to assist in th
administration of a rough and read;
justice than to send his followers t<
their own firesides. In this capacity
even in the short intervals of peace. In
kept his name as a kind of moderi
Robin Hood.the friend of the weal
and the terror of the evildoer.
Especially since the complete break

down of the Serbian administration:
following the flight of the governmen
to Scutari, has "Babounsky" become
personage of prime importance in Ser
bia. Before the advancing German am

Bulgarian armies town after town wa

evacuated. Sometimes the inhabitant
were able to take a few of their be
longings with them; more often the;
were forced to leave with the clothe
they wore as their only possessions
But especially iri the southern part o

Serbia, where the greater part of th
inhabitants are really of Turkish o

Bulgarian extraction, only th.i Serb:
fled and the Turks and the Bulgarian'
remained. While waiting for the ar

rival of the armies of their compa
triots they were not averse to goinj
through the deserted Serbian dwelling,
and acquiring a few useful articles.
"Babounsky" did not approve of this

Naturally, the deserted dwellings ant
all in them would fall into the hand
of the conquerors. That was all right.
the chance of war. But that forme
neighbors should do the looting wa

not in "Babounsky's" code. And thosi
who tried it were dealt with*ln a mos

summary manner.

Short Shrift for Bulgars.
Whoever among the Bulgarians wa:

suspected of giving information to tin
advancing Bulgar armies also receivet
short shrift. A story is told of tin
first Balkan war, when a certaii
pseudo-Serb, known as "Kechko," wai

suspected of treason to the Serblat
cause. "Babounsky's" band appeare<
upon the scene one night and "Kechko'
and four others were arrested, tried it
secret by the band at midnight ant
sentenced to be "sent to Saloniki".
that is, taken to the banks of the Var
dar river, stabbed and thrown in, theii
bodies to drift down with the curren
to Saloniki. All five were lined uj
011 the bank. "Babounsky" gave tin
signal for the fatal blows to be struck
But, unfortunately, "Keehko's" execu
tioner, a lawyer from Belgrade, hat
never killed a man before and his hanc
slipped. The five bodies were thrust
into the Vardar, but "Kechko" was
still alive.
A week later the Serbian consul a

Saloniki was called to the hospital
"Kechko told him the story of his
escape from death, but begged that i
be kept secret until after his departure
for the United States. Ultimately re
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covered from the unskillful stab of the O
Belgrade lawyer, "Kechko" quietly de- reaparted for America, where he lives pulstill, unterrlfled by the famous guer- rec
rilla. spi

u Whenever the allied troops have need we,of fresh meat or wood or mules one forof the officers acquaints a Serbian with i8tswhat is required. The next day twen- Qnty sheep, two cords of wood or a hun- an^dred mules are brought Into Negotin or pjtBaphadar, as the case may be, by a ne2Serbian peasant. The peasant collects
* an equitable sum for the goods deliv>ered and in time each Serbian who has

been involuntarily levied upon for lamb E
or wood or mule receives his payment. doi"Babounsky" does not even keep a
commission.
When, too, either Serb or Bulgar in t"

one of the towns occupied by the al- the
lied troops behaves in a grasping or £r(dishonest way toward the French or fl .

the British it is not long before the
punishment arrives. The punishment
may take various forms, from death S1?

# for treason to a dozen blows with a m11

stout stick for cheating one of Serbia's a£allies. The punishments, however, are °*
rare. "Babounsky's" reputation is too UP
well known. The magic phrase: °'

g 'Listen, my friend; I shall see that did
'Babounsky* hears of this:'' generally an<
has its effect. old

far
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KRIVOLAK, Serbia. December 4, 1915. ter

.Krivolak is the debarkation point of O
the French armies in the field in the
Balkan campaign.as a village, it is pa

f small and unclean, with more the char- are

acter of a Turkish or a Bulgarian than mo

lf a Serbian town. There are no accomniodatlonsfor anybody. The* railway &
station, with its chimney knocked
down by a Bulgarian shell, is the most f

s imposing building. To the east is the
Vardar, still swollen with rains, shift- T .

ing. uncertain, narrow, deep. To the *

n north, where the Vardar bends in a *

e westerly direction, is what the French
call "The English bridge".a pontoon L?

e structure for the building of which the r*

British army lent the men and the ma- is

terials. To the southeast is a hill, 8"®*
commanding as an artillery position w*

every nook and corner of the curve of
a the river/ To the north beyond the
h Vardar is the key of the whole French dIa
« position.the mountain of Kara Hod- O
^ zali. tbi:

Strong as the point is naturally.and wh

r the French Balkan campaign so far has arK

e almost confined itself to the tactics of *nK
t occupying and holding if possible the lot*
maximum number of strong natural wit
positions.it is open to hostile bom- Th<
Darument rroni the hills on trie opposite par

'

shore of the river. A few moments ago der
e half a dozen large caliber shells fell In to
r the river near the English bridge. Just
* now one has fallen on the hillside to
f the southeast of the station. Constaiftrlv the bridge, the station and the raildroad are the mark of Bulgarian long- mil
r range artillery. But the mark is too guid distant. The Bulgarian artillery fire but
s generally is excellent, but it lacks the

scientific accuracy of the French, and ",8

as yet the Bulgars have no aeroplanes yet
to verify their fire, as the French have. or(j
So Krivolak remains unharmed. Short- sjJC? ly the hills to the east are to be sta

|t cleaned of their batteries. Then Krivo^lak will be tranquil.

Journey Seems Interminable.
The journey from Saloniki to Krivo-

^
^

lak by the single track railroad seems ^on^ interminable. Fifteen hours to do sev- ags
y enty-flve miles. The French complain use

0 bitterly that the delay is in the Greek j*tr'end of the line. Already French engieneers are double-tracking the railroad fdr
1 from the Greek-Serbian frontier north. edcThere are no fixed train lines. Ev- cen

erything is subservient to the trans- e*c

port of troops, munitions, supplies. On
i. the return journey it is the transport
t of the wounded.of armies needing re- 0ut
a pair, of empty rolling stock, of which "01

there is too little. There is but ope Gra
rl passenger coach on the train, crowded Gie
s with officers charged with the com- °f 1
s munications of the various armies en- sco

gaged.for the telegraph wires are also ^re
y- uncertain.with sanitary officers, mediscal officers, commissary staff and a few
j. civilians, bound for Greek villages be- at'c
f tween Saloniki and the frontier. The the
e station at Saloniki is a military one, diti
r a couple £>f miles from the town, in the In
H midst of fields flowering with the tents Gra
s of the British, finally beginning to
move toward the front. sur
The train is long.all freight cars eus

r save the one reserved for the more ed
g distinguished. But almost all of the ket,

freight cars have their human load as this
well. The men sleep 011 straw on the "1

j floor throughout the wearisome jour- yea
f hp

At Strumitsa station a Serbian officer mir
r comes quietly down the corridor. "All fish
s lights out!" he ordered. "From here blot
e on the railway is within range of the cid«
t enemy. They generally drop a few »eu

shells at passing trains if they see nev

them." The order seems superfluous ing
in view of the fact that the car is un- Ice
provided with any lighting system.or real

s at least any that works. But a few nior

p, men have provided themselves with
candles and it is these that must be

3 extinguished. ^
1 "Friends' of Babounsky. of

, Slowly the train approaches kilometer ^ar"

1 88, where the railway crosses the Var- to

^
dar to the side of the Bulgarians. The

j bridge was destroyed three years ago morin the last Balkan war.and has not
been properly rebuilt since. The train

r creeps across it. The swirling waters add'
t of the Vardar are white in the moon- crea
> light. Against a sand bar the current je(j
» has washed three black objects. Bogs?
As the trains pass close to them, those or

who have looked out of the train win- and
dows see that one of the black objects qua

1 ends in a white oval.a face upturned dro]
l to the moon. The eyes are black the
* shadowed holes. The mouth is wide Seal

open. A mat of hair alternately covers Tl"
t and reveals the wet glittering forehead the

In time with the little backwaters of roui
? the river from the sand bar. is n
t "Good God, what are those?" niea
5 "Some of Babounsky's acquaintances," the
- says the French officer. »ho'

rAR FINDS VENICE
SHORNOFGAYETV

urists No Longer Come anc

Canals Are Almost
Deserted.

tOD FAIRLY PLENTIFUL,
JUT PRICES HAVE SOAREC

ways Over Ancient City Hangs th<
Terror of Bombs From

the Air.

espoodeiKe of the Associated Press.
ENICE, December 7..Take a gon
a for a trip through the Grand Cana
ing these war days and one see

ny changes m the centers of inter
well known to travelers and read
.the war dress of homes of Dor*
ron and the Composer Wagner, o

Poet Browning and the America!
Iter, W. D. Howells; the romanti
ace where Deedemona waited fo
lello, and farther along, in the mar

: quarter near the Rialto bridge, th
ise of Shylock, the quaint buildini
nding there unchanged today, bu
v used as a butcher's shop, wher
usty Italian butcher exacts Shyloc
r prices of 90 cents a kilo for th
mds of flesh dealt over the countei
tarting from the quay San Marc<
broad lagoons entering the Gran

nal have an air of martial and navs

paration rather than the usual car

ai' aspect which marks this centei
a quays are lined with soldiers an

lors, and the gondolas are carryin
jat loads of war supplies back an

th and transporting troops and ma

es from point to point, while th
nclies from the warships dart i
1 out among the gondolas,
rdinarily there are 2,600 gondolas i
;ular service.600 private and 2,00
alic.but only a very few of thee
nain in use owing to the terror in
red by the bomb raids. ^Most of th
althy residents have hurriedly lei
the south, and there are no tour

s to make use of the public gondola:
ly one flrst-class hotel remains opei
1 half of it is given over to a hos
al for'the wounded brought in fror
irby fighting lines.

Red Gross Headquarters.
Entering the Grand Canal, the grea
nes of Santa Maria della Salut
nd out on the left, but always wit
:ir war trappings, for here is locate
headquarters of the army Re

>ss, where most of the work of th
d hospitals is regulated. Th
lace Venier, next to' the church, i
many ueeu lor army iiuopnai <*u

nistration, and the Red Cross flag
flying everywhere as a wamin

immunity from bomb raids. Farthe
the canal on the right is the houa
Desdemona. Just what Desdemon
in her day is a matter of traditio

I Shakesperean romance. Now th
palace is owned by a rich merchar

nily, but which has fled to th
ith; the curtains are drawn, th
rer windows guarded by steel shut
8 and the gardens neglected,
n the left of the canal is a row c
aces often occupied by prominer
lerican families. Two of these, th
lace Balbi-Valier and the Polignaiclosed and closely shuttered, whil
st of the others in the quarter ar
tially abandoned. Opposite thi
>up is the Palace Fallier, where
Howells lived while he wrote hi
nes from Venetian life. It is on
the few places still showing life an
Ivity, and the well kept gardens ar
1 of flowers, which hang into th
tals flanking it in front and aloni
* side. Just across the Grand Cana
the Palace Rezzonico, where Rober
>wning lived and died. Usually thi
a very gay quarter, with crowds o
idolas passing and the palaces aliv
:h brilliant entertainment. But no\
is silent and lugubrious and th

ir gondolas creep along like In
n canoes on a deserted river,
ne touch of life has been given t
s quarter by some American artists
0 have pulled down an old palac
1 built a very showy front reach
down to the water. The bright yel

r and red are in marked contras
h the somber palaces all arounc
e military escort accompanying th
ty pointed out an abandoned gar
i. with a fine old palace built onl;
the first story.

Warning Against Gambling.
rhere is a story there," said th
itary escort. "That palace was be
i by a son of one of the doges
the son got to gambling, lost al
money ana mortgaged the paiac
unfinislied. And so the old dog

lered that all work on the palac
»uld be stopped, and never agai
rted. as an everlasting warnlni
linst gambling. And there it stand
ay, after 400 years, just as it stoo
en work was stopped, still giving it
rning."
arther along on the left is the gra;
ne building used as the Austriai
isulate until Italy declared wa
tinst Austria. The flagstaff, whicl
d to bear the Austrian co'ors
etches over the canal, but the plac
deserted. Up a side canal is th
mer German consulate, also desert
They were two of the most activ<

ters of entertainment and offlcia
ihange during peace times,
i front of the former German consu
» dredges are now at work cleaning
the side canals. This is a maminotl

rk. done every 200 years in th<
,nd canal, and every twenty years li
side canals. The present absence

raffic has given opportunity for this
uring. Great masses of black muc
brought up and carried out to sea
the sewage of Venice empties int<

se canals, but the tides of the Adri
sweep out the sewage and keei

city in a reasonably healthy con
on.
the market section of the city th<

inl canal shows its usual activity
h the flsh and vegetable market:
rounded by boats and crowded wit!
tomers. Venice has recently finish
a veritable palace for its fish mar
and the military escort told how
had come about.

"he queen came here about fiv<
rs ago," said he. "She was showi
beauties of the Grand canal and adedthem greatly.all except the ok
market. She declared that was a
and a scandal. And so the city de

id to spend a million francs for a
- market. And yet, the queen has
er since come here to see this builderectedto meet her taste, and Venisbeginning to ask whether it was
.ly worth while to spend so much
ley to meet a woman's whim."

Weight Increases Strength.
ie Rialto bridge is the very heart
the busy merchant quarter. This
ous bridge is the only one known
lave been made stronger by increasesweight. It began to crack at

outset and the architect said, "Add
e weight."
Lzaars and stores were, therefore,
ed all along the bridge, greatly inisingits weight, and this so steaditthat it stands secure today. One
he bomb raids was in this vicinity,
the people crowded the bridge and

ys, watchirfg the aircraft as it

jped its bombs. One of them was

bomb which destroyed the famous
Izi Church, nearby,
te house of Shylock, not far from
Rialto bridge, is a small two-story
?h-8tone structure. The first floor
ow a butcher shop. A price list of
t hung back of the butcher's stalls,
prices being fixed by the city. They
*ed the effect of war stringency In

meat. Beefsteak was set down at
cents a kilo, and beef and mutton at
60 and 80 cents. The cause of this, the
butcher explained, was that the army
used so much meat. The butcher was

I very suspicious while his price list was
' being examined and finally said:

"Are you Germans? We have to be
on the lookout always for Germans."
The markets and stores in the vicinity

showed war prices prevailing everywhere,owing to the military demand,
except on some vegetables and fruit.

I Caufiflower was 6 cents, turnips, 6
cent® a kilo: potatoes, 8 cents a kilo.
Appfc»s and pears were from 40 to 70
centimes a kilo. Eggs were 8 cents
each.quite cheap. Butter was high,
and beans particularly high, because
the supply from Galicia had been cut
off by the war.
The working classes -continue to get

meals at reasonably cheap rates, owing
to orders given by the oity authorities.
Shops for the poor are selling soup at 2
cents a plate, and with bread, 3 cents.

| A big slice of maise cake is 1 cent, and
with baked flsh, 2 cents. The price of
bread is kept down by municipal regulationsand the quality of the bread
kept up.

Xing Fines Shopkeeper.
King: victor Emmanuel went Into one

of these bread shops not long ago. It
was soon whispered about that thin
was the king, and the proprietor of the
shop hastily looked up some very fine

- bread, which he spread before his maj*
1 esty.
s "And why this superior bread?" sal#
. the king.

"Because you are the king," said th#
astonished shopman.

® "But in the matter of bread the kins
f and the people are all the same," renplied King Victor, sternly. "You hare

offended against the law, which re«

quires all bread to be of equal quality
r and you are ordered to pay a fine of

500 lira for the offense."
c War signs are evident in the fish.

market, nearby. All fishing in the
* Adriatic has been suspended, owing to
1 the fear of submarines, and also to preevent fishermen from having any chance
k to communicate with the nearby enemy.
e Fishing is, therefore, confined to the
r inshores and lagoons, and prices have

' soared.about SO cents a kilo for the
: fine grades of fish, down to as little as
. 10 cents a kilo for poor grades and
minnows, which are boiled in bulk. The
city has even made provision for the

: school children to get hot meals during
war times, and shops are provided sell^lng hot potatoes and hot chestnuts.
Altogether, Venice in Its war dress

shows the plain effect of the stran it is
e under in being the center of the war
n zone, but the people are not suffering,

supplies are adequate, though at con
siderably advanced prices, and the

0 spirit of the people shares in the oniethusiasm of the soldiers for pressing
l" the war until victory is secured.

1 TURKS NO LONGER FEAR
n iMi/AOirui ovTur Ainro

II1VM0IUI1 DV inLHLLiD
t
e

i> Say Gallipoli Peninsula Will Be
d Safeguarded by German and

®Austrian Batteries.
S

S Correspondence of the Associated Preas.
S CONSTANTINOPLE. December 15..
Ie The withdrawal of a large portion of
a the allied troops on the Gallipoli penin-
n sula was almost coincident with the
® arrival at the Turkish front of heavy
e German and Austrian batteries, which
e are so formidable that the people of

Constantinople believe there is no

longer the slightest doubt as to the
tt ability of the Ottoman army tp clear
« the peninsula of the invaders. Large
c' shipments of ammunition for the Turkeish artillery also recently reached the
s Dardanelles coast batteries and the

field guns, and according to indications
s in the Turkish official report the Ottoeman troops are constantly increasing
d their effectiveness in artillery fire,
e During the last interview which the
e Associated Press correspondent had
g with Field Marshal Liman von Sanders
.1 Pasha the latter pointed out that with
t sufficient artillery at his disposal the
s allied troops would find it difficult to
f remain on the peninsula, especially if
e their artillery was able to keep the
v British and French men-of-war from
e coming too close to the coast.

Turks Faced Serious Problem.

f As pointed out in previous dispatches,
e the lack of sufficient artillery and ain-munition proved at times a sore prob'lem for the Turkish troops. The TurkIish artillery fire was always weak, and

e the allied warships were able to take
the Turkish positions under the most

y galling fire without running the slightestrisk, except that occasioned by the
presence of German submarines. It
was only occasionally that one of the
allied ships, venturing in too close.

e
was hit. The fire of the British moni-tors also, by reason of being "high

i, curve," made certain exposed trenches
I of the Turks next to untenable. But

the Turkish infantry stood its ground
e so bravely that it has become a popular
e saying in Constantinople that they deefended Gallipoli "with their naUed>iibreasts."

Thft installment of the heavy German
s and Austrian guns will make it neoesjsary for the British monitors, torpedo
s boats and cruisers to keep at a respectfuldistance after this. With the

y allied trenches also exposed to the tire
of heavy mortars, it is declared that

r the fate of the British and French
It troops on the Gallipoli peninsula is

;t sealed. In fact, say the Turkish auethorities. to take them away while
e there is yet a chance would be an art

of mercy. The prospects of success for

e the allies are declared to be so slight
1 that it would require an expenditure

of men and material twice as great as

has already been made to bring the
r British and French any closer to Con\stantinople.

, Equipped With Modern Sifles.
Although tens of thousands of the

J Turkish infantrymen fought for some

time with rifles of the antique Snyder
type, they have all now been equipped
with modern models, notably the rifles
taken from the Russians. The great
scarcity of machine guns in the Ottomanarmy is also a thing of the past.

» Everything* that could tend to place
the Turkish army on an equal footjing with the best organization in Kujrope lias been rusheo here since the
opening of traffic on the Danube.
Today it has become a question

whether or not it is possible for the
allies to remove the rest of their

; troops without losing a great share of
them. The transports, if brought inshoreto embark the troops, would l»e
under a terrible fire by the new Turkishbatteries, even if a powerful Britishand French fleet were assembled
to protect the retreat.

COCO IDEA.

"Why did be est married on Febt
»7"
"He said be didn't want his wife

to remind htm of his weddies anniversaryevery year."


